
 CP Smith PTO Monthly Meeting, via Zoom 
 February 7th, 2022, 6:30pm 

 Present: Officers (Amy, Christine, Angela), CP Smith Staff (Len Phalen, Sean Palmer, Beth 
 Lane), 2 students, 4 parents, Total: 12 

 I.  Introductions 
 II.  Principal’s Report 

 A.  Last month students celebrated MLK Day with various activities; the main event 
 involved book reviews and pulling out quotes for discussion, etc, commemorating 
 the life and work of Dr. King. 

 B.  Progress monitoring is wrapping up; working on literacy now, math is complete. 
 The 2nd trimester is almost over and report cards will go home with students next 
 Friday. 

 C.  5th grader Corwyn Bennett has been working with Len to establish a Penguin 
 Plunge team at CP Smith!  More details to come! 

 D.  Ongoing recognition of Black History Month; there is a large collection of 
 materials in the library in support of learning  related to equity and social justice. 
 Students are working hard on a “Hall of Fame” activity. 

 III.  Treasurer’s Report 
 A.  Currently have $3,665.58 in the bank with ~$65 outstanding.  Never received a 

 bill from 4Winds ($1600).  Have $640 left available to request for Mini Grants. 
 IV.  Old Business 

 A.  Yearbook update - Will be paying remainder ($1901) to publisher this month. 
 Have $1150 in ads reserved ($500 outstanding).  Continuing to contact more 
 businesses weekly.  Contacted Ambient for pictures, will likely start design near 
 the end of the month.  If anyone has cover ideas please have them text/email 
 Shy. 

 1.  cover ideas?:The group discussed various ideas for the yearbook cover, 
 including: 

 a)  Consider a cover contest; maybe an art project in art class? 
 b)  Beth Lane can ask for ideas in library class 
 c)  Consider having all 5th graders trace their hand and create a 

 collage of hands for cover 
 d)  Will continue to discuss 

 B.  Event/Program Updates 
 1.  Box Tops - does anyone want to take this on? 

 a)  Lorena noted she may be able to be involved in this effort. She 
 and Amy will connect about it. 

 V.  New Business 
 A.  Mini Grant Requests 

 1.  Mr. Palmer’s Class 
 a)  Mr. Palmer’s class is requesting Spikeball sets for the school. Two 

 students presented a slideshow. The costs would be 
 approximately $28 for 4 standard kits and 1 or 2 junior kits. Len 



 said the school budget could pay for the junior kits. A motion was 
 made to approve the mini grant and the request was approved 
 unanimously. 

 B.  FY21-22 Board Positions open - Treasurer - Liz C. may be willing to provide 
 interim coverage of basic treasurer duties if there is a lapse between when Shy 
 needs to phase out of the role entirely and there is a new permanent treasurer. 
 Please email the PTO if you’re interested in this position! 

 C.  New Event Ideas/Brainstorming 
 1.  Spring Fun Run: 

 a)  Anna has spoke to Park and Rec and notes they have been 
 generally supportive; there would be no charge for using Ethan 
 Allen woods area for this event. To pull this off a committee would 
 need to be formed to address planning in various areas including 
 volunteer coordination, classroom coordination, marketing, etc. 

 b)  May be helpful to connect with Sustainability Academy to discuss 
 how their similar event works and ask if they’re willing to share 
 contacts. 

 c)  This event would likely bring in more revenue if it’s an official 5K. 
 d)  Maybe also consider connecting with Vermont Sports and Hunt 

 Middle School (Hunt may offer alternate route). 
 e)  Len can add a blurb from Anna about needing to form a committee 

 to the next Smith Times to generate interest. Amy can do a blog 
 post with blub from Anna. 

 2.  Direct Ask: 
 a)  Likely a Spring effort- would work to generate a list of costs 

 associated with various items the school would benefit from 
 (teacher appreciation, field trips, etc.). 

 3.  Spring Science Fair: 
 a)  This really would depend on guidelines; currently still in a holding 

 pattern for visitors in the school. Maybe this could be outside? A 
 parent suggested students set up their displays in tents outside. If 
 this event were to happen would likely just be students - no 
 outside displays or demonstrators. 

 4.  Red Wagon Plants Fundraiser w/Gift Cards: 
 a)  This would involve selling $25 gift cards; the PTO would be 

 charged $15 for each gift card and would receive $10 profit for 
 each. This is a good margin but noted it’s important to spread out 
 fundraisers. 

 VI.  General Discussion 



 A.  Lorena noted that her family business could be involved in a meal fundraiser - 
 great idea can be discussed further at next meeting! 

 VII.  Announcements 
 A.  February break - 2/21-3/1 (3/1 teacher workday) Return to school 3/2 
 B.  Next PTO Meeting - Monday March 14th, 6:30pm 

 1.  Possible special guest -  State Rep. Emma Mulvaney-Stanak 


