
CP Smith Virtual Community Meeting
Thursday, August 27 6:00-7:00pm

Present: Staff (Len Phelan, Christine Harris, Sarah Erkson, Sean Palmer, Patty Kissell, Elizabeth 
Fabara, Emily Mitchell, Dominique Sprouse, Elizabeth Freeman), Superintendent Tom Flanagan, PTO 
Officers  (Kristen Northcott, Amy Kiviranna, Shy Lalumiere), and 43 other parents. Total: 56

Meeting convened by Len Phelan

Introductions

Power Point Presentation on district plan
Will be sent to parents
Participants directed to pose questions in chat, Amy Kiviranna will track

Question and Answer Period
1. What is the morning protocol for those walking/biking to school?

There will be staff at the bike racks to help ensure proper distancing.  Patience will be
needed.

2. What will remote days look like for students doing the hybrid plan?
There will be a combination of activities that students can do together.  Virtual meetings will be 
with their regular classroom teacher who is with the other half of the class.

3. What will things look like for remote only students?
The same things will be taught.  90% of BSD families chose the hybrid plan, so remote only 
students will be placed in district-wide grade level classes.  Remote teacher assignments will be 
made next week.

4. When will incoming Kindergartners find out their teacher assignments?
A second letter was just mailed.  There will be a Kindergarten Get Acquainted Day on 2 days 
next week.  Families will meet staff, tour classrooms, and find out their teacher assignments.

5. What will students do for physical activity when they are not in their 2 week PE cycle?
Exercise will happen during recess and other outside time with their regular teacher, and 
Christine Souliere (PE teacher) is helping with that as well.

6. Can remote only students transition to in-person schooling later in the year?
Fully remote commit to remote learning for the trimester.

7. If screening questions are completed online, will students still have their temperature 
checked upon arrival?
Yes.  Parents/guardians are encouraged to answer screening questions online, but everyone will 
have their temperature checked.

8. What will remote learning look like?
K-2 students will use Seesaw, and 3-5 students will use Google Classrooms.  The district has 
been working with a professional to improve distance learning.

9. What is hybrid remote day attendance based on?
Still working out procedures for that.  

10. Are extra cleaning procedures happening, and how will health & safety be maintained 
when the district moves to 5 days/wk in person?
We are currently at Stage 2 of reopening, which means the school has to provide enhanced 
distancing with mask use.  Cleaning procedures are quite different and more intensive than they 



used to be.  Cleaning and sanitizing is being treated as a “community lift” with all staff, not just 
custodial workers.  We are planning to be successful in this hybrid model, and then see what 5 
days/wk could look like.

11. Are there city run programs for students to attend on their remote learning days?
There are a number of programs out there.  BSD is also working with community partners 
trying to set up childcare on remote days for teachers so they can teach.  They might be able to 
offer childcare beyond just teachers, but need to focus on that first.

12. What is the protocol for getting medicine to school?
The school nurse will be posted outside school near the K-2 wing every morning.  She asks that 
medications be brought to school before it starts, and have all paperwork completed ahead of 
time.  She can be reached by phone next week if anyone has questions.

13. What will the first day of school be like?
The school will be mailing a welcome letter next week.  They are planning 2 first days of 
school.  B day students will have their first day on Sept 8th, and A day students will have their 
first day on Sept 10th

14. Will the playground equipment be open?
We have decided that we cannot have the playground equipment open to student use at this 
time. This may change but we will begin the year with it closed due to health considerations. 

15. If one student in a family has cold symptoms, what should be done about other students in
the home?
If a student doesn’t feel well they need to stay home, and are encouraged to be seen by a 
physician.  Not feeling well does not necessarily mean one has COVID, however.  Only the 
person with symptoms should stay home, and the other students in the household can continue 
to attend school.  Students will have ongoing assignments they can work on at home, and they 
can participate in the daily meetings remotely.

16. What is the procedure if someone tests positive for COVID-19?
The VT Dept of Health has just released updated guidance.  If a student gets sick while they are 
at school, they will be sent to an isolation space and picked up as soon as possible.  The Dept of
Health does contact tracing and they will be the ones to communicate with anyone who has 
been in close contact with the person who tests positive.
The school essentially has 2 nurses offices now – one for normal daily traffic, and one for 
anyone with suspected COVID symptoms.

17. Are we still following the school calendar as presented in the Spring or have there been 
revisions?
The school calendar has been adjusted.  An update will be sent out about this next week. 
Changes include: moving the ½ days to Wednesdays instead of Thursdays.  The last day of 
school remains the same.  Note that more changes are possible because the legislature is 
currently discussing this issue.

18. Will there be an adult with the child in the isolation room?
The isolation room is near the gym.  There won’t be an adult IN the room with the student (this 
would put the adult at greater risk) but the door will be open and an adult will be sitting just 
outside the room.

19. Is the school working with Efficiency Vermont to improve airflow?
There are grants through Efficiency VT for schools to apply for, and they plan to, but it is a long
term project.  To address immediate needs, the district has replaced all filters in all buildings 
and carefully reviewed ventilation flow.  They ordered air purifiers.  Rooms that are not 
conducive to airflow will not have programming in them.


