
CP Smith PTO Monthly Meeting  
January 13th, 2020, 5:30pm 
 
Present: Officers (Shy, Amy, Kristen), Staff (Len Phalen, Christine Harris), Monika Ivancic, 2 
other parents. Total: 8 
 
Handouts: CP Smith PTO Budget Tracking, CP Smith PTO Balance Sheet 
 
 

1) Introductions 
 

2) Principal’s Report: 
a) Winter progress monitoring will be starting in math and reading. These results will 

be shared in the next report cards and during parent-teacher conferences. 
b) The Superintendent search is underway, with dates of upcoming meetings listed 

below. 
c) Play rehearsals are underway. Everyone is very excited! 
d) There has been some unfortunate disrespectful behavior with 5th graders using 

Snapchat. This is being addressed and awareness letters are going home to 4th 
and 5th graders soon so families can be vigilant about their student’s Snapchat 
and other social media activity. 

e) MLK day is Monday 1/20 and will be a half day for students with dismissal at 
11:30am. There will be a community meeting that morning with activities led by 
Beth Lane, Kate Guilmette and Jake Trackim. 

 
3) Treasurer’s Report: see handouts 

 
4) Guest - Monika Ivancic 

a) Monika is the Burlington School District Commissioner for Ward 7 and she plans 
to run for re-election this Spring. She visits our meeting today to discuss some of 
the accomplishments she has seen during her current term, which include the 
development of committees, stopping controversial school construction, and 
advocating for budget balancing. 

b) Monika serves as the co-chair of the diversity, equity and inclusion committee 
and discusses a pilot project related to “connected community resiliency” which is 
led by a trauma-informed Somalian-American who facilitates group and family 
work in many schools.  

c) Monika discusses some of the details regarding the Superintendent search 
including upcoming meetings on 1/23 at Integrated Arts Academy and 1/29 at 
Sustainability Academy. 

 
5) Old Business: There is no old business to discuss. 

 



6) New Business: 
a) Mini Grant Requests: There was one mini grant request submitted by Kim 

Brockway and Josh Safran for $75 to purchase team T-shirts for the Spelling Bee 
contestants. The request was approved unanimously.  

b) Event/Program Updates: 
i) The Extravaganza raised $791 and was enjoyed by all students! Several 

students made thank-you cards to the PTO for their efforts.  
(1) Historically some of the jewelry donated for the Extravaganza was 

determined to be of value and sold. The group discussed this 
practice and agreed that going forward, all requests for donations 
will have a statement such as “leftover items will be donated or 
sold.” The group agreed that any PTO member who wishes to 
pursue the sale of potentially valuable leftover jewelry  AFTER the 
event is welcome to do so, with the earnings being deposited in 
the PTO account. 

ii) Square 1 Art distribution went smoothly and raised $1181. 
iii) Ambient Photography profits totaled $428. 
iv) Box Tops earnings have totaled $366. 

 
c) Beth Bahrenburg is organizing this year’s play, Frozen Jr., with the help of many 

others. Total expenses, which include the license, Very Merry Theater, orchestra, 
etc. at this point are $4635. The PTO has budgeted $1500. Admissions and bake 
sale donations typically bring in $1300-$1600. Beth also wants to pay Nikki 
Boutin for her choreography. Shy made a motion to increase the PTO play 
budget be raised to $5000. This was approved unanimously. Furthermore, it was 
suggested that a potential Fall “Read A Thon” fundraiser be designated 
specifically as a play fundraiser. Beth will compile a wish list of miscellaneous 
items needed for the play.  

d) Beth also discussed the current 4 Winds theme, which is snowflakes. Anyone 
wishes to help with the 4 Winds program would be welcome to do so and should 
connect with Beth! 

e) The Yearbook donation letter went home last week. There will be no cover 
contest this year. 

f) Spiritwear - Shy has gotten free samples of CP Smith themed socks and will add 
them to the next Spiritwear order. The PTO can purchase these for $5 and they 
will sell for $10. The group agreed to proceed with the same logo. 

g) Smith Smackaroos preparation will be starting soon with classroom visits the 
week of March 9th. Beth volunteered to coordinate those. 

h) Science NIght is coming up and Christine White will connect with Vanessa Hines 
to begin preparations. 

 
7) Announcements: 

a) Kindergarten Registration currently open until 2/21 



b) International Dinner and Chorus 1/23 5:30pm-7:30pm 
i) This is a pot-luck and information will go home this week about the event. 

Shy has secured a Momos dish from Pho Tao. 
c) Get Air Family Night 1/30 5pm-10pm 
d) Next PTO Meeting 2/10 
e) Play performances 2/13-2/15 
f) No School 2/24-28 

 


