
CP Smith PTO Monthly Meeting  
September 9th, 2019, 5:30pm 
 
Present: Officers (Shy, Amy, Kristen, Jess), Staff (Len Phelan, Jake Trackam), 5 other parents. 
Total: 11 
 
Handouts: CP Smith PTO Statement of Activity by Month, CP Smith PTO Budget Proposal 
2019-2020, Four Winds Nature Program, CP Smith PTO Events & Programs, CP Smith PTO 
Volunteer Opportunities 
 
1. Welcome & past month overview:  Shy welcomed the group and facilitated introductions. 
 
2. Principal’s Report:  Len provided the following updates: 

● Positive opening to the school year. 
● The picnic was great. 
● CP Smith is welcoming several new faculty and staff members. 
● Progress monitoring has begun with assessment of performance levels in math 

and reading. The teacher’s handle this while a sub is in the classroom for a day. 

3. Treasurer’s Report: Handouts Reviewed. 
● See attached financial documents. 
● The audit report was accepted unanimously. 
● The budget was accepted unanimously. 

4. Old Business: 
● The Summer bake sales brought in $1061. Thank you to Shy for making these 

happen! 
● Picture day went well. 
● The picnic was a great time, and having Hunt students serve went very well. 

 
5.  New Business: 

a) Teacher Mini Grant Requests:  
○ Sean Palmer has requested $103.09 to purchase field guides for students 

to use in the woods.  During discussion, Len noted that as CP Smith 
supports a Place Based Learning approach that this request could be 
routed through the District, leaving Mr. Palmer’s PTO funds available for 
other means. There was a motion to table this request and follow up with 
Mr. Palmer. 

○ Suzanne Weishaar has requested $200 to purchase two hose reels to 
speed up the watering of the gardens. The request was approved 
unanimously. 

b) Fundraiser Possibility 



○ Get Air will allow organizations to select a Thursday night for “Family 
Night” where 20% of all admission costs will be given back to the 
organization. The group decided to schedule a Family Night, with 1/30/20 
being first choice, and 1/16/20 being second choice. 

  
6. Event/Program Updates: 

a) Do we want to consider another shed for having a bottle redemption on-site and 
a sign up genius for a monthly volunteer to take the items?  Colchester 
Elementary does this and supposedly makes good money. Len notes that space 
for a new shed is an issue, and a building permit would need to be obtained. 

b) Square 1 art will start in art classes this month and next month. 
c) The bookfair is on schedule and Amy will start marketing and recruiting 

volunteers next month. 
d) The first Four Winds lesson will be 9/25 and the theme this year is “disguises.” 

Contact Beth if interested. 
e) Sue notes that the grills borrowed from the District for the Welcome Back picnic 

are in very bad shape and rotted through. Len will follow up with the District and 
Burlington Food Project and let them know. 

f) The idea of replacing the Fall Welcome Back picnic with a less labor-intensive 
“ice cream social” was discussed favorable. Several folks have Ben and Jerry’s 
contacts. This will be discussed further in the Spring when Fall events are 
planned/scheduled. 

g) Keri will consider putting in a new order for Spiritwear.  Will discuss further later. 
h) Amy has about 40 cookbooks left and will do a Holiday Promotion for them. 
i) Kristin explains the changes to Box Tops, which is moving towards a digital 

process that seems quite cumbersome. More information will be forthcoming. 
j) Hannaford Helps is starting up. 

8. Announcements: 
a) 9/12 Community Meeting at Miller Center in regards to a proposed bike line on 

Ethan Allen Parkway. Shy will post details on social media. 
b) 9/26 is a half day with dismissal at 11:30am for teacher professional 

development. 
c) 10/2 is National Walk to School Day. Keri notes that Local Motion is donating two 

free bike racks. These racks are small but sturdy. She notes that there may be 
additional racks for sale for $35 each and will follow up in regards to this. 

d) Len noted that Chris Souliere is a nominee for Vermont PE Teacher of the Year. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Kiviranna 
CP Smith PTO Secretary 


