
CP Smith PTO Monthly Meeting  
January 14,, 2019, 5:30pm 
 
Present: Officers (Shy, Amy, Dave), Staff (Len Phelan),  4 other parents. Total: 8 
 
Handouts: CP Smith PTO Conflict of Interest Policy, CP Smith PTO Budget Tracking,  CP Smith 
PTO Treasurer’s Report 
 
1. Welcome & past month overview:  Shy welcomed the group. Introductions were made. Of 
note, the the inspirational mirror messages have been installed in the student restrooms and the 
feedback has been positive. 
 
2. Principal’s Report:  Len provided the following updates: 

● MLK will be a ½ day for students this  year. CP Smith plans for the morning 
include an MLK themed assembly and restorative circles. More information about 
the morning events will be released soon. 

● 4th grade testing using the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAPE) 
will begin soon. This is national testing that schools are randomly selected to 
participate in. There is no relationship between this testing and student grades. 
It’s a benchmark for the United States in relation to other countries and parents 
may choose to opt their student out if requested. 

● Progress monitoring will begin for grades 1-5. This helps teachers better plan 
their approach, as well as helps guide interventions and extension activities. This 
is internal testing that involves reading and math assessments. 

● Preparations for the school play, Mary Poppins, are beginning to start! 
Rehearsals are underway and scripts were finalized last week. The play will likely 
be February 14th-16th. Keep an eye out for volunteer opportunities! 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer not present. Budget handouts reviewed.  
 
4.  New Business: 

a. Teacher Mini Grant Requests:  There was one teacher request: Kim Brockway and Josh 
Safran have requested $75 to fund the 4th grade field trip sponsored by Vermont Energy 
Education Program. There was a motion to approve, and the request passed 
unanimously. 

b. Conflict of Interest Policy: This was reviewed by all present. There was a motion to 
approve, and the policy passed unanimously. 
 

5. Event/Program Updates: 
● Play - Chrissy not present - see overview provided in the Principal’s report above 
● International Dinner - Shy - this will occur next Thursday, January 24th and flyers 

have been sent home. The provided food will be madras lentils and tofu fried rice. 



Donations have been secured for the raffle. A sign up genius will be going out to 
recruit volunteers for set up, serving and clean up. baskets.  

● Yearbook - Shy - the cover art submissions are being designed in art classes and 
all entries will be submitted in January. The final selection will be made at the 
February PTO meeting. The total cost of the yearbooks was $2001, and so far 
$900 has been raised. Donation forms have been sent home. 

● Spring semester events/fundraisers and Major fundraiser discussion/voting -  
○ There will be a movie night in April that Sue will coordinate. 
○ CP Smith PTO will hold a bake sale at the Miller Center on March 5th, 

Election Day. There is no school this day. Shy will check into whether or 
not we can also have cookbooks for sale. 

○ The fundraising committee met last week to discuss the issues with Smith 
Smackaroos. There were a few responses to the survey that Shy sent out 
in December, and they included parent concerns related to the tickets 
costing too much money, a lack of transparency in the ticket drawings, 
and the tickets not being numbered. 

○ An alternative to the Smackaroos could be a “Read-A-Thon” which could 
span a few weeks and utilize websites to help administer.  

○ Additional alternatives, to focus on for next year, are direct donation 
drives. 

○ In order to proceed with Smackaroos, modifications will need to be made 
in order to keep in line with Vermont Gambling Laws, primarily in regards 
to reducing the frequency and duration of the drawing. 

○ After lengthy discussion, the group decided that it would still be 
worthwhile to proceed with a modified version of Smackaroos this Spring. 
The discussion included possibly moving this fundraiser to the Fall of the 
2019-2020 school year and considering a Read-A-Thon in the Spring of 
next year. There was a motion to move forward with Smackaroos, and the 
decision passed. 

○ There is still no coordinator for Smackaroos. Shy and Beth will move 
forward with attempts to form a committee. 

○ Shy will be following up with Ambient Photography to clarify details for a 
possible Spring family photograph fundraiser. This would involve families 
paying the PTO directly for the sitting fee, then ordering prints and 
merchandise from Ambient.  

 
 
9. General Discussion: none 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Kiviranna 
CP Smith PTO Secretary 


