
CP Smith PTO Monthly Meeting  
December 10, 2018, 5:30pm 
 
Present: Officers (Shy, Amy), Staff (Len Phelan, Christine Harris),  Rich Amato, 4 other parents. 
Total: 9 
 
Handouts: CP Smith PTO Conflict of Interest Policy, CP Smith PTO Budget Tracking, 
Community Discussion: Standard Response Protocol (2 handouts) 
 
1. Welcome & past month overview:  Shy welcomed the group. Of note, the Shopping 
Extravaganza raised $720, which includes the $80 given to students who did not have money to 
spend. Nice work and thanks to all involved to making this special event happen! Shy directed 
the group to the Conflict of Interest Policy and encouraged the group to read it over and provide 
feedback. This will be revisited at the January meeting. 
 
2. Principal’s Report:  Len provided the following updates: 

● The first graders continue their weekly 6-week water safety lessons at the YMCA, 
which is has been funded by a YMCA grant. 

● Note that this Thursday 12/13 is an early release day with dismissal at 11:30am. 
● The Holiday Sing-A-Long will be next Friday 12/21, starting around 2pm. 
● The CPSmith play will be Mary Poppins. Auditions for main roles will be held for 

grades 4 and 5 this Thursday and Friday. Don from Very Merry Theatre and 
Chrissy Tonizzo will be recruiting interested 1st-5th graders for other levels of 
participation, such as the chorus.  The play will be in February.  

● In lieu of a holiday food drive, the school will facilitate a winter clothing drive, 
collecting donations of winter clothing for kids in any sizes. Most teachers know 
which students in their classes need the gear. 

● Title 1 presentation - note that CPSmith is a Title 1 school which means that 
federal funding (broken down by district, funnelled through the State) is in our 
budget to improve the academic achievement of the disadvantaged. This helps 
our school find resources that will benefit everyone. Examples include hiring 
academic coaches to help teachers improve instructional techniques, various 
academic resources that can be utilized at school and home such as Razzkids 
and IXL math program. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer not present. Budget handout reviewed.  
 
4.  New Business: 

a. Safety & Security - Rich Amato - District Safety Coordinator - Rich reviewed the 
“Standard Response Protocol,” (SRP) which has been adopted by CPSmith as a 
sustainable, effective model of response to a variety of emergency situations. This model 
contains terminology that is better synched with all first responders. Rich collaborates 
with the state safety liaison and helps to implement these procedures. Please refer to the 



handouts for more specific information. Of note, Rich feels that CPSmith is in good 
shape in regards to these standards and encourages parents to utilize available 
resources (noted on the handout) and ask questions as they arise (contact information 
provided on handouts). The group did discuss how verbiage, etc., is modified based on 
age group as appropriate.  

b. Teacher Mini Grant Requests:  There were no requests. 
 

5. Event/Program Updates: 
● Play - Chrissy not present - see overview provided in the Principal’s report above 
● International Dinner - Shy - this is in the works and Shy has secured several 

donations from the community for items such as drinks, cookies and raffle 
baskets. The back-up is store-bought food. Shy has also contacted the BHS 
international club to see if they’d be interested in helping out. 

● Yearbook - Shy - this month the art classes will be submitting entries for the 
cover contest 

● Spring semester events/fundraisers -  
○ There is no coordination for the Smith Smackaroos. Also, this fundraiser 

will need to be modified to be in compliance with Vermont gambling laws 
(can only run it 3 days a week and not consecutive weeks). If there is a 
committee formed, those issues will need to be worked out, or a different 
fundraiser will need to be pursued.  

○ Shy has arranged for CPSmith to host the bake sale on March 5th, 
election day. We can also sell cookbooks at this. 

○ Kristen will join the fundraising committee to pursue further ideas. 
○ Shy suggested we host a free, non-fundraising event such as game night 

or movie night. The group agreed on movie night sometime in April and 
Sue will lead this and look into details. 

○ Science night is March 21st. 
○ Shy will check on whether or not the PTO provides funding for the field 

day bounce house. 
 
 
9. General Discussion: none 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Kiviranna 
CP Smith PTO Secretary 
 


