
CP Smith PTO Monthly Meeting  
October 8, 2018, 7pm 
 
Present: Officers (Shy, Amy), Staff (Len Phelan, Beth Lane, Ashley Stagner), guest Kate Stein, 
and 12 other parents. Total: 18 
 
Handouts:  Agenda, CP Smith PTO BUdget Proposal 2018-2019, CP Smith PTO Treasurer’s 
Report, 2018 Cookbook Update, BHS ReEnvisioning PAC Handouts (2) 
 
1. Welcome & past month overview:  Shy welcomed the group and noted that picture day went 
well this year, and that the coin clash raised approximately $1,300. Awesome! 
 
2. Principal’s Report:  Len agreed that the coin clash was great and thanked those involved. Len 
provided the following updates: 

● There are new emergency preparedness guidelines, referred to as “Standard 
Response Protocol,” that are posted throughout the school. There are no big 
changes with this...mostly some verbiage. These guidelines can apply to all 
emergencies. 

● Mrs. Weishaar’s class has been working hard maintaining and showing their 
“Happy Garden,” which is complete with QR codes for identification of various 
items in the garden (plants, etc.). Very cool! 

● The 5th graders all climbed Camel’s Hump, which went well. This was a 
wonderful opportunity for the students. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer not present. 
 
4. Budget & Finance Committee conclusions 

● Adoption of review - The finance committee met to reconcile the books and it 
went well. The appropriate paperwork was signed. Review adopted. 

● Budget proposal for 2018-2019 fiscal year:  the budget for the fiscal year is 
coming up $2,900 short. The group agreed to add more fundraising efforts, rather 
than cut events. The budget was accepted. 

 
5. BHS Bond Update - Kate Stein, representing the ReEnvisioning Committee Chair, provided 
information and handouts referencing the building issues BHS faces and details of the proposal. 
The is a community led group which has been working since last year to help move forward the 
needed improvements. There are a multitude of issues with the building, including electrical, 
lack of accessibility for all students, maintenance, poor layout, etc. Kate encourages all voters to 
vote for the bond on November 6th. Kate answered questions from the group in regards to the 
school board’s collaboration with the city. Karen requested that C.P. Smith PTO consider 
donating between $50 and $100 dollars to the friends of BHS ReEnvisioning PAC to assist with 
marketing materials. We are not legally allowed to donate funds to any PAC so we did not vote 
on this. The group voted on whether to post a link to PAC’s GoFundMe campaign passed 
contingent on legal advice (Len will look into this). 
 
6. Library - Beth Lane provided a slideshow to share many of the enriching and fun activities 
that the library facilitate. She sees the library as the “Heart of the School” and noted how much 
collaboration with teachers enhances student’s learning. Several noted activities include reading 



groups, interactions with technology and coding, utilization of place based learning materials, 
author visits, lunch/recess clubs, therapy dog Thursdays and project feederwatch. The library is 
a happening place! 
 
7. Event/Program Updates: 

● Halloween Dance - the chair of the dance committee was not present but others 
involved report that all is on schedule with the dance, and details will be going 
home with students soon. 

● Book Fair - Amy - the book fair is on track to be held 11/7 and 11/8 with family 
night on 11/8. Amy will be advertising in the coming weeks with posters and 
details going home with students, as well as recruiting volunteers to help with set 
up and family night. 

● Cookbook - Amy provided a handout detailing the current status of the cookbook 
sales and reported that the decisions to order another batch of cookbooks will be 
dependent on additional volunteers to form a committee to manage the project. 
At the time there are no notes of interest. Amy will continue to work on selling the 
remaining cookbooks (less than 100).  

● Extravaganza - this event is on the schedule for 12/3 and while there are several 
volunteers there is no chair. Beth Bahrenburg agreed to be the contact person for 
this event, and others in the group agreed to help with specific tasks related to 
the event.  Chris will post on FPF and Beth and Christine will create a 
signupgenius.  

● Spiritwear - Keri - the magnets are scheduled to be delivered next week and Keri 
has received many shirt order forms. The hats are scheduled to be delivered 15 
business days from day of meeting. Everything should be in well before 
Christmas break, and we are under budget for the items. Yay! 

● Yearbook - Shy has almost all the ads reserved and Ms. Stagner will hold the 
cover art contest in her December art classes. 

 
8. New Business: 

● Teacher Mini Grant Requests - Ms. Stagner has requested $120.52 to purchase 
sketchbooks for her students to create graphic novels. The group approved the 
request. 

● The PTO will be able to accept credit cards and events going forward.  
 
9. General Discussion: There was a request for the President to create a blog post to promote a 
Fun Run that supports another Burlington Elementary School. There was a discussion about the 
degree to which we want to promote/support other school’s events. Those who support prioritize 
creating a community of support among the Burlington School PTOs which can be mutually 
beneficial. Concerns include potential conflicts of interest and resources (in the event that 
another school’s event could potentially compete with ours). The group deferred to the Shy, who 
noted that she is still in the process of creating the PTO bylaws and mission statement. Having 
a framework of reference can help to inform such decisions and Patrick agreed to assist Shy 
with those tasks. The topic will be revisited. 
 
 
 
 



Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Kiviranna 
CP Smith PTO Secretary 


